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Literature Genre Effects on Memory and Influence
Katelyn McClure, Hung-Tao M. Chen, Megan Thomas
Department of Psychology, Eastern Kentucky University
INTRODUCTION
• Different literature genres influence memory 
recall and influence behavior.
• Some genres may have better memory recall and 
more influence than others.
• Questions:
• Which of the three genres (persuasive, 
narrative, and procedural) has the best 
memory recall?
• Which of the three genres produces the most 
influence?
METHOD
Design & Materials (n≈ 200)
Between-groups design with three conditions: 1.) 
Persuasive Guide, 2.) Procedural Guide, and 3.) 
Narrative Story.
Procedure
1.) Participants are assigned to one of three 
conditions.
2.) Participants fill out a reading engagement and 
health authorities trust scale.
3.) Participants read through their guide.
4.) Participants provide demographic 
information.
5.) Participants answer recall questions and rate 
their willingness to comply with the given 
suggestion.
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RESULTS
1.) There was a significant difference in recall total 
between the persuasive and narrative conditions for 
recall total and reading engagement.
2.) There were no significant differences between 
conditions and authority trust and influence.
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